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War Resisters

=

n the last week of August 1969 I went to the campus of Haverford, a

Quaker college near Philadelphia, to attend the triennial conference of
the War Resisters’ International (WRI). The theme of the meeting, “Liber-
ation and Revolution,” was not unlike that of the Princeton conference
“America in a Revolutionary World,” sixteen months earlier. But this gath-
ering of war resisters had no Ivy League cosponsor. And I was no longer
coming as a committed counterrevolutionary.

Neither was I, on the other hand, a Gandhian nonviolent revolutionary
or a pacifist, as many of the other participants thought of themselves. But
after a year of reading along lines Janaki had suggested, I had reached a
point where I wanted to meet people who did see themselves that way. So
far Janaki was the only such person I had really come to know or had even
met more than briefly. Since Princeton she had visited me in Malibu, and
we had spent a few days together in London. She had made a profound im-
pression on me. I could say she was a hero of mine, like one I had only read
about, Rosa Parks. Fifteen years earlier one of my heroes was John Wayne,
who had helped recruit me, and a lot of others, into the Marine Corps with
Sands of Two Jima. Something had happened to me, I noticed about this
time. My heroes had changed color and sex. But I wanted to meet some
others on this path, preferably some whose life experience was closer than
Janaki’s to my own and who were living daily the Gandhian principles that
[ had been reading about. I was ready to be challenged and even changed

by them.
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In the last year I had read books Janaki had recommended to me, among
others, King’s Stride Toward Freedom; The Conguest of Violence, by Joan
Bondurant, on the philosophy and practice of Gandhian nonviolent direct
action; and Revolution and Equilibrium, by Barbara Deming, whose essays
on the need for nonviolent resistance to the Vietnam War I read over and

over. I did the same with another essay on what seemed the same subject,
though it was written a century earlier during a different American war, ¢%
Henry David Thoreau’s “On the - Duty of Civil Disobedience.” The origi- O

nal, equally subversive title was “Resistance to Civil Govemment

Disobedience to civil authority a “duty”? Was it even a lemtlmate choice?

In certain circumstances, yes, according to Thoreau, as when “a whole coun-

try is unjustly overrun and _conquered by a foreign 1 army,” when “ours is the

k) mvadmo army.’  In such a case, he said, obedi
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casting strips of paper had failed once again to end a war that most of them

wanted over, it was reverberating in my mind. Cast your whole vote .

your whole influence. 1 had come to Haverford in hopes of finding out what

that might mean.
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Many things had happened during those sixteen months that should
have made a difference and had not: a presidential election campaign that
had begun with the war as the central issue; a complete change of party and
administration; at the onset of the new administration, a thorough reexam-
ination of alternative options and a questioning of the bureaucracy; the
opening of negotiations with Hanoi. Not one of these, or any other aspect
of normal politics, seemed to have brought extrication any closer, despite an
electorate that expected it and was obviously anxious for it. If I was ready to
change my own relation to the situation, ready even to change my life, there
was reason for it.

Janaki had invited me to the conference, of which she was one of the or-
ganizers. She had urged me to be a speaker, to raise the questions about
pacifism I had been posing to her from the reading she had suggested to me.
I turned that down quickly. I was too new at this subject, and my thoughts
were too tentative, for me to be sounding off from a platform. My usual cre-
dentials, from Harvard, Rand, the Defense and State departments, and
Vietnam, would not impress this crowd favorably, and I didn’t have much
else to qualify me as a speaker in their eyes. I told her I wanted to listen, not
to debate.

At the conference I saw little of Janaki. She was too busy as one of the or-
ganizers. But I did begin to meet, as I had hoped, the sort of activist who
had shared a lunch table with us at Princeton the day I met her. In fact, all
those same people were here. One of them, Bob Eaton, who had sailed to
North and South Vietnam on the Phoenix, was scheduled to be sentenced
to prison on the third morning of the conference, in the federal courtroom
in the Post Office Building in downtown Philadelphia. He expected a three-
year sentence.

Eaton was the first draft resister I had ever met. That was probably one
more than any of my associates in Washington or Santa Monica. Looking
back, I find it striking how isolated my colleagues and I were, as late as 1969
and even after many of us had become deeply critical of the war, from the
active antiwar movement or the broader and older peace movement. My
knowledge of such people still came almost exclusively from media ac-
counts, overwhelmingly negative, in which they were presented as being, in
varying degree, extremist, simplistic, pro-Communist or pro-NLE fanatic,
anti-American, dogmatic. I went to Haverford in part to find out if these la-
bels were accurate. None of these was a trait | wanted to be associated with.

(In coming years, as a price of joining in nonviolent resistance to the war, I

heard all these terms applied to me.)
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But no such problems arose with the real people I was now meeting l
and hearing. The four days of intense, articulate discussion I encountered, |
including much controversy over principles and broad strategy as well as ;
tactics, refuted each of the stereotypes above. To mention just one, the '
anarchist-pacifist critique of state power and violence that nearly all the par-
ticipants shared provided little basis for an admiring or uncritical view of ‘
the Soviet Union, the Hanoi regime, or the NLE The people in this gath-
ering opposed the war without romanticizing the Vietcong, third world vi-
olent revolutionaries, or socialist states any more than they did their own
states. |

Just as in opposing the war, so in confronting abuses of state power
they went beyond criticism from the sidelines. A number of those present,
including Michael Randle, chairman of War Resisters’ International, and
Devi Prasad, WRI general secretary, had taken nonviolent direct action to
Eastern Europe in September 1968, leafleting a number of capitals in protest
against the Soviet and Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia. This meant
demonstrating in city squares where such protest was illegal and led to in- '
stant arrests. In most cases they had been detained and risked long impris-
onment.

[ had misgivings about the dogmatic commitment to absolute pacifism I
presumed they shared. The War Resisters’ International, of which the War
Resisters League (WRL) was the American branch, had begun after World
War I as an association of conscientious objectors, at a time when few coun-

tries formally recognized that status. In the twenties it had adopted a Gan- i
dhian perspective and now furthered a broad range of nonviolent liberation
struggles, but it had kept its pacifist premises. I told Randall Kehler, head of
the San Francisco WRL branch and one of the conference organizers, that
[ believed I couldn’t join WRL because, as I understood it, that involved
signing a pledge to refuse participation in all wars, all of which were re- f
garded as crimes against humanity. Despite Vietnam, and my increasing .
tendency to look skeptically at the claims of any particular war to be “just,”
I told Kehler, I still thought (as I do today) that violent self-defense was jus-
tified against aggression, like Hitler’s. Kehler told me he shared similar
reservations. “I've never signed that pledge,” he said. He asked others stand-
ing around us and found that most of them hadn’t either. Their pacifism
was nondogmatic, evolving and exploring, with a considerable recognition
of uncertainties and dilemmas.

A striking aspect of the conference was that the Vietnam War was by no
means in the forefront of attention, either on the agenda or in the discus-
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sions. This despite the facts that virtually everyone present, from the United

States or elsewhere, was a committed and active opponent of the war and
s before. True, U.S. planes

that the war was continuing just as violently a Truc

were no longer bombing North Vietnam, but they had simply shifted their
' < 1o Laos and to South Vietnam and secretly to Camb(ﬁ)aié.'Alpdgether
1g a somewhat higher total tonnage than before, at a rate

half the total tonnage of World War

e
_they were droppir
of one million tons of bombs a year or
1. Yet the transcript of the conference shows that only one of the ten back-
ground papers and one of the twenty speakers focused directly on the war,
which all the speakers clearly regarded as being on the way to ending.
These antiwar activists shared an assumption accepted by nearly all seg-
ments of American society over the sixteen months since Hanoi had ac-
cepted Johnson’s proposal for open negotiations on April 3, 1968. The
assumption was that the Tet offensive and Johnson's offer of negotiations
had permanently settled, in the affirmative, the issue of whether the United
States would ever withdraw from Vietnam and end the war. Supposedly the
only question that remained was what one speaker described as “the tempo
of withdrawal . . . in this fag end of a long and beastly war.”

But I knew the assumption was wrong. 1 had just learned, in Washing-
ton the week before the conference, the closely guarded secret that Nixon
himself did not accept that assumption. Nixon was no more ready than
Johnson to accept U.S. failure to determine the politics of South Vietnam,
failure to preclude Communist predominance in Saigon and elsewhere. In
my head as I went to Haverford was Halperins flat prediction to me in
Washington: “This administration will not go into the election of 1972
without having mined Haiphong and bombed Hanoi.” And Vann’s disclo-
sure that there would still be tens of thousands, at the least, of U.S. troops
in South Vietnam at the end of 1972. 1 could not reveal at the conference
what I knew. It had been revealed to me on an unusually confidential basis.
There was little I could say about it without seriously compromising my
sources, John Paul Vann and Morton Halperin, who were themselves not

supposed to be privy to the information and had learned it confidentially.

In any case I was still trying to sort out its implications. I had put aside for

the four days of the conference addressing the specifics of what I ought to

try to do about it.
On Tuesday evening, I finally had a chance to talk with Bob Eaton, the

night before he was to go to prison two years after telling his draft board
that he would no longer cooperate with the Selective Service System. Since
then, in addition to his voyage on the Phoenix to North and South Viet-
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nam, he had worked on the pacifist networks AQAG (A Quaker Action
Group) and The Resistance, supporting noncooperation with the draft. In
September 1968 he had been one of the members of the WRI who had
risked imprisonment in Eastern Europe, conducting protests against the in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia.

A troublemaker. Yet given the prevailing belief that the war was in the
process of ending, Eaton’s impending prison sentence probably seemed to
many of those present almost an anachronism. He had alluded to this atti-
tude in his talk on the first day. It addressed resistance to militarism in the
large rather than to the Vietnam War, because, as he said, “The basis of GI
organizing now is, no one wants to be the last guy shot in a war. . .. That’s
also a problem for the Resistance, because I think no guy wants to be the
last guy to go into prison resisting a particular war.”

He seemed unnaturally calm about the thought that he might be doing
just that. That day before his sentencing, August 26, he had attended all the
sessions, including one that had gone on till ten-thirty that evening, till it
gave way to a beer party and dance. I found him in a side room away from
the party, with a beer in his hand but still talking long-range strategy, tactics
for transforming America. I suggested to him that wouldn' be the way I'd
spend my last evening before going to prison. He said ofthandedly, “Oh,
this is what I do. I'm an organizer. I'll organize in prison, same as on the
outside.”

The conference was holding no meetings the next morning, Wednesday,
so that members could go into Philadelphia to circle the Post Office Build-
ing in a vigil while Eaton was being sentenced inside. Buses and cars had
been arranged to take us all in. I tried to think of an excuse to get out of it
that the others could accept, but it wasn't easy. I was embarrassed by my
own reservations. What was the problem? A man I admired was being sen-
tenced to prison for an act of conscience. He and his friends wanted a show
of solidarity for straightforward political reasons and perhaps because it
would make him feel better. There was an invitation to join that in the
company of one of the heroes of the century, Pastor Martin Nieméller, and
others I admired no less. How could I not go?

The fact is, it was a problem for me. It was a combination of the small
risk of my being discovered and an undeniable feeling I had that there was
something demeaning about the whole thing. What if the press or the po-
lice or the FBI took pictures of us? What if my name was mentioned in the
media and got back to Washington or Santa Monica? I knew what my as-
sociates in either place would think: that I had gone out of my mind. They

267
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would see it as a total sacrifice of dignity and of elite insider status, for noth-
ing, for an action of no consequence, no effectiveness, nothing worth tak-
ing the smallest risk of losing access to secret information and to people of
influence. It could be explained in no other way than a fit of madness. I could
hear their reaction in my head, and I couldn’t really argue with it. This was
hardly the place, or the way, to announce to Rand, the Pentagon, and the
White House that I was joining the public opposition to the war. To their war.

But Bob Eaton was going to prison, and I couldn’t think of a reason I
could give his friends for refusing to see him off. I thought of saying I was
sick, but the conference had two days to go, and I couldn’t keep that up
plausibly. So, on an August morning in 1969, while Martin Nieméller and
Devi Prasad were inside with Bob, making statements to the court on his
behalf, I found myself on a sidewalk in downtown Philadelphia in a line of
variously dressed peaceniks, some of them carrying placards, others hand-
ing out leaflets. I walked along with them, at first with great misgivings.
The sidewalk outside the Post Office Building in Philadelphia that morn-
ing was a long way from the Executive Office Building in Washington,
where I had spent February that same year writing memos for the president.
Both were places perhaps for “speaking truth to power,” the Quaker phrase
for vigils and acts of “witness to peace” of the kinds we were engaged in that
morning. But you could not do that in both places, not if you wanted to be
welcomed back to the NSC. You could not have the opportunity to draft
top secret commentaries for the president on Vietnam options, or give his
national security assistant confidential advice, if you were the sort of person
who spent days off from work demonstrating in support of draft resisters on
street corners in Philadelphia.

You could not have the confidence of powerful men and be trusted with
their confidences if there was any prospect that you would challenge their
policies in public in any forum at all. That was the unbreakable rule of the
executive branch. It was the sacred code of the insider, both the men of
power and those, like me, privileged to advise and help them. I knew that
as well as anyone. I had lived by that code for the last decade; it was in my
skin. I was, it seems, in the process of shedding that skin on that morning,
Before I had grown a new one.

[ felt naked—and raw. My memory is of feeling chilled on a gray, wintry
day; I have to remind myself that it was Philadelphia in August. But no one
after all was noticing me. There was no press, no police. People passed by
incuriously, mostly without pausing to read our placards. Some accepted

the leaflets we handed to them; others didn’t or handed them back. Pas-
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sersby looked briefly at us or kept their eyes straight ahead, as they would
glance, or not, at panhandlers or nowadays at the homeless.

As a form of political communication this seemed one step below stand-
ing on a soapbox in Hyde Park. Without even saying very much, you were
making a spectacle of yourself, being a public nuisance, in front of people
who didn’t count for much themselves and felt free to ignore you. If you
were going to confront the state with a public stand, it seemed hard to
imagine a lower-status or less effective way to do it. The views of my fellow
officials or consultants were mine as well. If you had nothing better to do
with several hours of your time than to try to change the minds of a few
dozen random pedestrians by handing them leaflets, you must be very pow-
erless indeed. The thoughts “Why are we doing this? What am I doing
here?” seemed at first as visible on my forehead as the signboards my neigh-
bors were carrying. I felt ridiculous.

That passed. After all, no one was paying much attention one way or the
other. My companions seemed at ease. They all had probably done this be-
fore. I wanted to be helpful. I took a bunch of leaflets and began offering
them to the people walking by. There seemed to be some technique to get-
ting them to accept one. I experimented with different expressions, all pleas-
ant, and various verbal formulas. Some worked; some didn’t. I started to get
into it. Before the morning was over, I was offering leaflets, with some success,
to cars stopped momentarily in the adjacent intersections. My mood had
changed. I was feeling unaccountably lighthearted. Around noon the word
was passed that Eaton had been sentenced and had been taken off to a cell.
The judge had listened respectfully to the statements by Pastor Nieméller
and the others and had then given Bob the three-year sentence he had ex-
pected. We went back to the conference.

Something very important had happened to me. I felt liberated. I doubt
if I could have explained that at the time. But by now I have seen this ex-
hilaration often enough in others, in particular people who have just gone
through their first action of civil disobedience, whether or not they have
been taken to jail. This simple vigil, my first public action, had freed me
from a nearly universal fear whose inhibiting force, I think, is very widely
underestimated. I had become free of the fear of appearing absurd, of look-

ing foolish, fgr_ ;te’p“p‘;{éo:l;c;f‘ line.

One other thi;é 1H1:1~dh1ppchecf fhough again I didn't fully recognize it
till later. By stepping into that particular vigil line, in solidarity with Bob
Eaton and in company with others whose views I shared and whose lives of

commitment I respected, I had stepped across another line, an invisible one
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of the kind that recruiters mark out on the floor of an induction center. I
had joined a movement.

On the next day, August 28, 1969, the final day of the conference, I heard
a talk by Randy Kehler during the last session in the afternoon. Alone out
of all the presentations at the conference, Randy’s talk was personal. He said
he wanted just to share some things on his mind.

[ hadn’t had a chance to talk with Kehler at any length earlier, but he had
made a good impression on me. He listened carefully, responded thought-
fully and with good sense. Of the many younger American activists I had
met at the conference, he was one I wanted to see more of; I had decided to
arrange to visit him in San Francisco soon. He had a very simple and direct
manner, along with warmth and humor. He was a very appealing person. I
was somewhat surprised, when he began, to hear that we had gone to the
same college, that he was, like me, a transplant from Cambridge to Cali-
fornia. I remember thinking, Well, here’s a credit to Harvard! And one who
learned some things after he left. I then heard for the first time about the
path that had led him to head the War Resisters League office in San Fran-
cisco.

“When I finished Harvard College and three weeks of graduate school at
Stanford, I was out on the West Coast. I was involved in a demonstration
in which hundreds of men and women were sitting in the doorways of the
[Oakland] induction center trying to pose a question to all those going
through the doors, to be inducted or to take their physicals. We wanted that
question to be very real, and not just a matter of words, so we actually
placed our bodies in those doorways.

“Well, that was a very new experience for me and one that really changed
the whole course of my life. Before I knew it, I was behind bars with that
same couple of hundred people, and I found a community of people for the
first time that not only . . . were committed to each other, but a community
of people that were committed to something larger than themselves, some-
thing probably more noble, more ideal, than anything I had been involved
in after twenty-two years of public education. And it was as a result of that
demonstration and that time I spent in jail with those people that I saw a
very real alternative to the kind of life I was leading, which made me leave
school and go to work for the WRL in San Francisco.”

He talked about nonviolence as a way of life, about hope, about two

worlds both existing just now, a waning world dominated by fear, an emerg-
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vividly is not the content of what he had said so far but the impression he
made on me as he spoke without preparation from the platform. Listening
to him was like looking into clear water. I was experiencing a feeling I don’t
remember having had in any other circumstances. I was feeling proud of
him as an American. I was proud, at the end of this conference, that this
man on the platform was American. As a matter of fact, it was hard to imag-
ine anyone whose looks, manners, and virtues were more American than
Randy Kehler’s. That was what was recalling to me a sense, not so familiar
lately, of national pride. The auditorium was filled with people from all over
the world. I was thinking as he spoke, I'm glad these foreign visitors are hav-
ing a chance to hear this. He’s as good as we have.

At that moment he brought me out of my reverie by saying something
with a catch in his voice. He had just said, “Yesterday our friend Bob went
to jail.” He had to pause for a moment. He cleared his throat. Evidently he
had tears in his eyes. He smiled and said, “This is getting to be like a wed-
ding we had a month ago, when Jane and I were married on the beach in
San Francisco, because I always cry a lot.” After a moment he went on, in a
steady voice. “Last month David Harris went to jail. Our friends Warren
and John and Terry and many others are already in jail, and I'm really not
as sad about that as it may seem. There’s something really beautiful about it,
and I'm very excited that I'll be invited to join them very soon.”

Again he had to pause. The audience seemed taken by surprise. A scat-
tering of applause began, then suddenly swelled, and people began to stand
up. But he was going on, and people stopped applauding, continuing to
rise, in silence. “Right now I'm the only man left in the San Francisco WRL
office because all the others have gone to prison already, and soon, when I
go, it will be all women in the office. And that will be all right. . . . I think
[ know that, and I think Bob and David know that, but there’s one other
reason why I guess I can look forward to jail, without any remorse or fear,
and that’s because I know that everyone here and lots of people around the
world like you will carry on.”

The whole audience was standing. They clapped and cheered for a long
time. I stood up for a moment with the rest, but I fell back into my seat,
breathing hard, dizzy, swaying. I was crying, a lot of people must have been
crying, but then I began to sob silently, grimacing under the tears, shoulders

shaking. Janaki was to talk next, but I couldn’t stay. I got up—I was sitting

in the very last row in the amphitheater—and made my way down the back

corridor till I came to a men’s room. I went inside and turned on the light.
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It was a small room, with two sinks. I staggered over to the wall and slid
down to the tile floor. I began to sob convulsively, uncontrollably. I wasnt
silent anymore. My sobbing sounded like laughing, at other times like
moaning. My chest was heaving. I had to gasp for breath.

I sat there alone for more than an hour without getting up, my head
sometimes tilted back against the wall, sometimes in my hands, without
stopping to shake from my sobbing. I had never cried like this before ex-
cept, more briefly, when I learned that Bobby Kennedy was dead. A line
kept repeating itself in my head: We are eating our young.

I had not been ready to hear what Randy had said. I had not been braced
for it. When he mentioned his friends who were in prison and remarked
that he would soon be joining them, it had taken me several moments to
grasp what he had just said. Then it was as though an ax had split my head,
and my heart broke open. But what had really happened was that my life
had split in two. F

We are eating our young, I thought again, sitting on the floor of the
men’s room in the second part of my life. On both sides of the barricades
we are using them, using them up, “wasting” them. This is what my coun-
try has come to. We have come to this. The best thing that the best young
men of our country can do with their lives is to go to prison. My son,
Robert, was thirteen. This war would still be going on when he turned eigh-
teen. (It was.) My son was born to face prison. Another line kept repeating
itself in my head, a refrain from a song by Leonard Cohen: “That’s right, it’s
come to this, yes, it’s come to this. And wasn't it a long way down, ah, wasnt
it a strange way down?”

After about an hour I stopped sobbing. I stared blankly at the sinks
across from me, thinking, not crying, exhausted, breathing deeply. Finally I
got up and washed my face. I gripped the sink and stared at the mirror.
Then I sat down on the floor again to think some more. I cried again, a cou-

ple of times more, briefly, not so violently. What I had just heard from _

Randy had put the question in my mind, What could I do, what should I
-l?e_iomg to hel}; end the war now that I was  ready to go to prison for it?

No transition period ecurred, durmg which I asked if I was willing to

go to prison to help end the war. That didn’t come up as a question; it

would have answered itself. I knew myself from Vietnam 1 had risked my

w_Jx_l_kmo in combat IfI could do that when 0 belleved in the 1 war, and even

after | dldnt it follo_wed self ev1dently thqt [ was cqpable ofgomg to- prxson

to help end it.

Might some action that risked p!
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Might some action that risked prison help shorten the war? Obviously |
Randy thought so. That came close to being a good enough answer. Besides, ‘
I could have little doubt, from my own experience in the moment, that he
was right. I had just felt the power of his action on my heart. As of this

evening, | realized that I had the power and the freedom to act the same way.
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I returned from Haverford by way of Washington, where I stopped to
Eﬂck up another Ctht volumes of ‘the McNamdm etudv from the Wash-
ington Rand office to brmO home to Sanm Monica. I had postponed read-
ing “the earliest studies covering the years 1945 to 1960, assuming initially
that they weren’t very relevant to the current situation. That was a mistake,
for me as a reader. Now I read them as confirming—with official, classified
U.S. government internal documents—what I had just read in accounts by
French journalists and historians. No other volumes of the papers—the

had so great an impact on my per-

later ones held few surprises for me
spective toward the war.

But for me, m ‘addition to the moral LOHLllelOn§ I've cxplmmd there
were also conceptual and taCtlLdl LOI]C]US[OHS to be drawn from this new

leadmg m Septembu These not onlv LOIHPleIHUHCd my earlier research

“but led to a new conviction on how this steady course of history might be

chanoed in thc months ahead. On the one hand, thcsc ﬁndmos closed-the

book for me on the quagmnc myth, the notlon that plesldents had been

misled at critical turning points by untealistic opmmsm in their civil and

_mlllta1y advisers. It was clear that Harry Truman in his decision to support

the French dlrcctly in May 1950 (after years of knowumly allowmo Ameri-

~can aid to be used indirectly to support the war), must, like each of his four

SuCCessors, m sumlzu sltuatlons take heavy pelsonal 1espon51b1hty for the
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silencing, jailing, or exterminating every political figure in Vietnam, Com-
munist and others, who called for observance of the provisions of the Geneva
.A@rds for LICCUOHS and unification ensured that armed struggle would
resume, We had _no fnore ught to win that stxuggle than the French had

[Sa—

had, and that Was Z€ro. Moreove1 thouﬂh like the French with U.S. assis-
“ance, we could plolon0 it year by year, we had ng herter prospect of win-
ning that struggle than the French had l_lgd,,Agcgm, Z€ro,

"~ That last point, on prospects, had been presented by authoritative advis-
ers to every premdent from Truman on. Each had been told of the likeli-

_hood that lns chosen appxoach (and, as some advisers. rold each of them,

md defeat That had been n my own message at intermediate levels each year

since 1966, but every premdent since 1946 had heard it personally from

sources far more authoritative than 1. Yet each of them had chosen to “sol-

7d1€1 on, decelvmé the publxc on what he was doing and what hc had been

told its plospects were.

" Better internal forecasts at moments of decision would not reliably have
made a difference to presidential choices. As I had hoped and expected, in
March 1969 President Nixon had gotten a ration of realism from the unco-

ordinated answers to NSSM-1 perfectly adequate for him to have chosen a

different course from the one Halperin had revealed to me in August. On
C—

the basis of the record ever since 1946, tellmg truth to presidents” privately,
conﬁdentlally-—what I and my colleagues regarded as the highest calling
and greatest opportunity we could imagine to serve our counuy—looked
g__n_t_vl_r_qu unpromising as a way to end our war in q;)d_gnygegy]i@lil..

That conclusion challenged the premises that had guided my entire
professional career. To read the continuous record of intelligence assess-
ments and forecasts for Vietnam from 1946 on was finally to lose the delu-
sion that informing the executive branch better was the key to ending ing the

War—or to fulhllmg one’s responsibilities as a citizen. It appeared that only

if power were brought to bear upon the executive branch from outside it,
with the important secondary effect of sharing responsibility for later events
more broadly, might the presidential preference for endless, escalating stale-
mate rather than “failure” in Vietnam be overruled. “Inside” consulting and
advice, as in the Rand mode, or the normal practices of the broader “es-
tablishment” withheld from Congress and the public the facts and authol i-
fative Judomcnts needcd for the self-confident exercise of such a power.
_By that very silence—no matter how frank or wise the “pr ivate” counsel—

it iLlppOltﬁd and pa1t1c1pated in the structure of inordinate, unch allenaed
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executive power that led drrecrly in circumstances like Vietnam to its rigid,

desperate, outlaw lZ)Cl’l’lVlOf To absorb and act on that perception looked

inconsistent with remaining long at Rand, to which I'd returned with

the desire and expectation of staying the rest of my professional life.
That wasn't all. Along with their implications of the illegitimacy of our
policy and thus the urgency of changing it, the early volumes of the Penta-

gon Papers co conhrmed for me what I had begun tO SUSpect \ ‘with my readrng

oftEe subsequent volumes over the last two years: Thq)reszdfnt was part. of

’_z‘/ﬂc;piblem This was clearlla matter of hrs role, not of lus personalrry or

party. As [ was beginning to see it, the concentratron of power within the
executive branch since World War II had focused nearly all responsibility
for pollcy fzulure upon one man, the presrdeut At the same time, it gave

 him enormous capability to avert or postpone or conceal such personal fail-

ure by means offorce and fraud Conﬁonred by resolute external resistance,

as in Vietnam, that ower could not farl to corrupt the human who held i it
The only way to change the presldents course was to b bring pressure on

l// hrm from outside, from Congress ar_rd the publlc The best chance of mobr-

lizing that was to give outsrders knowledge of Nixors preferred course. Un-
Tortunately T didn't have documents to prove what that was, to contradict
the deceptive gloss the White House could be expected to give it, presenting
it as a path toward total U.S. withdrawal with no prospect of escalation.
Without those documents, my account could only seem implausible, even
incredible. Halperin and Vann knew the truth, but it didn't even occur to
me to urge them to go public with what they had told me. They didn’t have
documents, either, to back up such testimony, and indeed (like me) they
weren't supposed to know it and wouldn’t want to compromise their confi-
dential sources. For the same reason it didn’t enter my mind to reveal them
as sources, ending their careers. There were those who, knowing my own
general access, would give my views great credit, though as I expected (and
discovered) even they found what I was claiming “extreme,” alarmist, almost
impossible to believe: that Nixon could be following a course so evidently
unrealistic, so foreseeably unpopular, in the post-1968 circumstances. None
of them of course had read the Pentagon Papers.

If the American people couldn’t be shown documents that proved what

resrdenr was abour to "do or hear accounts from current members of

e administration, a next besr approach seemed to be to present them with

_public recommendatrons by former officials with great -authority or second-

laim access to clqssrﬁed ‘information, even if not

to current highest-level plans. In the first category were the sorts of notables

level analysts v who could»
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that the Carnegie Endowment had gathered together in Bermuda two years
earlier. In the second were those among my Rand colleagues who had for
more than a year been pressing for extrication. Perhaps by going public with
our “expert” and “informed” views, we could get the first group to join us,
sp_aaﬁ%allx to get former Democratic officials to call for extrication. By do-
ing that openly, before Nixon had committed himself in public to his own
secretly preferred course, they could not only pressure him but assure him
credibly that they would share responsibility for the withdrawal. It was es-
prtrzicria—l‘l)‘f‘ after com pletm g h]y 15é;1di11g, that September, of the entire twen ty-
three years covered by the McNamara study that I had come to see such an
assurance by potentially rival politicians as essential to a president’s willing-
ness to face charges of “losing a war.”

Leaders within the Democratic opposition, including former officials,
would have to accept, against their instincts, both that extrication was now
the appropriate course and of overriding interest and that their own public
dissent from impending presidential policy was essential and worthwhile.
Even harder for them, they would have to take most of the blame for the
predicament that forced such a choice on the new president and convince
him of their willingness to share responsibility for shifting course and for its
consequences. This would not be easy to bring about. But it seemed to me
to be the task that most needed doing right now, and it was the one to
which I set myself,

Organizing pressure on the current president, in part by encouraging the
self-condemnation of his opposition, was inconsistent with the life of a
Rand analyst. It also looked designed to incur for me the hostility of the
leaders of two political parties, the Democratic and the Republican. After
my visit to Haverford, both these concerns appeared petty. It was beginning
to seem unlikely that I would ever be able to consult for a president of ei-
ther party again, up till now my highest ambition. But reading the Penta-

gon Papers on the disastrous behavior of four presidents in Vietnam, and
reflecting on my own experience with the fourth and now a fifth, suddenly
made that easy to accept. It had burned out of me the desire to work for
presidents, to be in any sense a “president’s man.”

That might sound pretentious, considering the lowly levels at which I
had served. I had never, after all, so much as met a president (except once in
a receiving line, in 1967, when my friend and Saigon housemate Frank
Scotton got a medal from President Johnson for his innovative work with
the USIA). But evenasa _lieutgnant in the Marilze C_‘?,rPS I'd Ehought of my-

self as serving in a presidential guard, ready

o fight wherever and whomever
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the presrdent, of wmkmg for h1m is charaeterlstlc of most, or very many

members of the executive branch. But that sansfactlon _died for me that
month, after what I had learned of ﬁve presldents behavror in thrs particu-

saw servmg a pres1dent as the most desrrable or best or most effectlve way

| to influence pohcy or to serve the public v welfare

" However, w1th thls drsrllusronment also came a new freedom. I would no

longer be awaiting a call from the White House or from any official serving
at the president’s pleasure. That was a liberating, as expanding of options

/ of resistance, as my newfound wdhngness to go to prison if necessary. I now

ﬁmd it easy T contemp_ate forms of f opposition to present pohcy that

were hkely to bar me from future employment in the executive branch. Fear

of that particular enal , not jail, was the ultimate deterrent that kept most_
L par p tjat

of of my colleagues, past and present, from con51dermg political actions that

t. [ was no longer held in line by that fear. From

went Beyond ac ertam pO

their point ofv1ew, T was abour to become dangerous | to know.

=

In mid-September I told my colleague Konrad Kellen that I was now ready
to join with those at Rand who had been pressing for two years for a strat-
egy of unilateral extrication from Vietnam. I suggested we meet to discuss
what we should do, and he brought four others together in his office one af-
ternoon: Mel Gurtov, Paul Langer, Arnold Horelick, and Oleg Hoeftding.
Gurtov was an expert on China and Southeast Asia, Langer on Japan, and
Horelick and Hoeffding on Russia.

I told them what I had learned from Halperin and Vann about Nixon's

pohcy The presrdent had tr 1ed the approach of proposing mutual with-

drawal in negorlatlons, ‘and that had failed. He seemed to be hoping that

“this could still happen if we stayed long enough, but I didn’t expect this,

and I didn’t want to go on bombing and fighting while we waited for i it

now accepted the group’s argument that the only way for us to get out of
Vietnam was to get out unrlaterally Because Nixon hadn’t spoken much
about his policy since he had announced his hopes for mutual withdrawal
in the spring, I thought there was still a chance to encourage him to take a
different path before the passage of time, more U.S. casualties, and his own
public pronouncements made him feel so personally responsible for the
outcome of the war that he couldn’t accept less than success.

That was likely to happen, we all agreed, even with Clark Clifford’s July

1969 proposal in Foreign Affairs (he
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1969 proposal in Foreign Affairs (he was now out of office) to withdraw all
US. ‘5;6—Lii1d combat troops from Vietnam by the end of 1970, leaving the
eventual withdrawal of logistics, airlift, and air support units to be deter-
mined by later developments. Though it was in the right direction com-
pared with current strategy and went further than what any other public
figure had so far proposed, it wouldn end the war, nor would it end direct
U.S. combat pa1t1c1patlon~w1th aupowel—by any definite or foreseeable
time. However, Clifford was right to propose that the United States should
set a course toward disengagement that was mdependent of the wishes or
‘the ‘adaptations of either S"ugon or Hanm But the others at the meeting
"had wanted for the last two years to go further than he was proposing, and
I now agreed with them.

Thus far since King’s death the only publlc figures who had been willing
to say to the government, “Get out, get all the v way oup , had been_ counter-

culture activists like Abbie Hoffman, radicals perce{ved as supporters of
Noith Vietnam, and advocates of direct action and civil dlsobedlence
"What they called for was lgnmed or “discounted. In fact their advocacy of
complete withdrawal served to tar it and to threaten mainstream figures
who mlght have been tempted to dlscuss it favorably with the stigma of as-

“this apploach had been a pamphlet by the historian and civil ughts activist
Howard Zinn, Vietnam: The Logic of Withdrawal. But Zinn's powerful ar-

oument which was endorsed by Noam Chomsky in a review, didn’t recruit

any»alhes ‘among mainstream academics and intellectuals.

" Former LBJ advisers who had become public critics of his policy, like
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Richard Goodwin, and John Kenneth Galbraith,
had called in Johmison's last year for reducing our involvement, ending
bombing, and negotiations. But they chose to distance themselves from
and denigrate more “extreme” proposals; they all took pains to say that

hev were ot proposing, in fact app()se‘d simple “withdrawal.” The same

was true for politicians like Eugene McCarthy, George McGovern, Frank

AChurch and even Bobby Kennedy before his death. None of these had

Oone bevond this so far in 1969; not much had been heard from them at all.

When they called for negotmtlons they didn’t say what their sub}ect should
be or what outcome we should be prepared to accept. An earlier exception
"had been a smtunent by Bobby Kennedy in early 1966 that we should deal
with the NLF in negotiations and that it should have a role in the future

“government, but the reaction from both the administration and the estab-
Tishment had been so fierce that he backed off and didnt bring it up again
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in public. In early 1967 Bobby had urged this same proposal on President
Johnson in puvat"ev-as had Robert McNamara a month later, but neither of
them had ever made their advice known to the American people or to Con-
cr;(;s?éfter the premdent had dismissed it.

In this climate, if the new president were to do what I thought he ought
to do—for example, what Kennedy and McNamara had proposed pri-
vately, in the context of a plan to withdraw—he would have to get out pub-
licly #n front of those establishment figures who had been most critical of
the war, risking that even they would attack him for taking too simplistic
and extreme an approach. It would be F_l_i_e__rr‘lgas_t»danoerous kind of leader-
ifépf a sharp change in policy and a repudiation of near-sacred premises of
the cold war without his having identified any allies with authoritative cre-
dentials. That seemed the last thing any president was likely to do.
~ The beauty, the power, and the purpose of the Rand analysts’ making a
public ic statement along_the same lines as the antiwar activists was that it
demonstrated that you didn't have to be a radical or a hippie, you didn’t have
VKO—BL unpamotlc or a fan of Hanoi, and above all, you didn’t have to be ig-
nomnt SFCI”HSIﬁCd information to advocate total and prompt U.S. disen-
a‘lgement from the Vietnam War. Zinn and Chomsky could be written off
not only as “radicals” but as uninformed of the secret information available
to the president and his advisers. Rand “defense intellectuals,” with clear-
ances and government contracts as Vietnam researchers and consultants,
could not.

We hoped our public statement would encourage opinion leaders in the
media and Congress who intuitively agreed with this approach but were not
Vietnam specialists to feel confident enough of its soundness to support it
openly. In the face of foreseeable charges by their colleagues that it was sim-
plistic and extreme and reflected innocence of the real considerations at
high policy levels, they could point to us for protection. Together with us,
they would give the same kind of confidence to members of the general

public and to their representatives in Congress. At a minimum, we could

alm tQ. expand the range of respectable, 1esp01151b]e debate to include total

€Xt11C<lt10n 45 a legitimate option or position.

“Even if Nixon didn’t accept this approach in the next year, serious dis-
cussion and advocacy of it could help influence him to a much faster draw-
down of U.S. forces in Vietnam than he was now secretly planning, maybe
a schedule closer to what Clark Clifford had proposed in July (withdrawal
of all U.S. combat troops by the end of 1970). That wouldn’t get us out, and

it was very much worse in our eyes than what we were proposing, but it was

a lot better than Nixon’s current
adopted.
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a lot better than Nixon’s current policy and more likely than ours to be
adopted.

I was happy to join in any such effort. Speed was important. We needed
to get our views into the public domain within weeks, before Nixon took
a public stand. Another consideration was that major demonstrations
against the war were planned for October 15. They were scheduled to take
place all across the country on the same weekday, cutting into the workday,
in a form of general strike. In lieu of that provocative description, the cam-
paign was being called the Moratorium. If these pressures were powerful,
Nixon would be reacting to them in the fall, either positively or negatively.
We should try to affect the positions expressed in the Moratorium, just
weeks away, as well as influence Nixon’s response to them. We discussed a
variety of options, internal and external, formal and informal, to get our
thoughts out.

“We can only do it in a letter,” someone in the group finally said. That
was the only way we could publish something outside Rand without going
through a formal clearance process. Even written comments we intended to
read at outside conferences were supposed to be cleared. According to cor-
porate rules, only spontaneous, unplanned remarks at such a conference or
a letter to a newspaper or journal (an odd loophole in the rules) could by-
pass clearance. I was dubious that a letter would be adequate for our pur-
pose. I thought we needed a study that would lay out the facts as we saw
them and present our argument more exhaustively than a brief letter could
do. A letter just wouldn’t be convincing to anyone who didn't already agree
with us.

“It’s a letter or nothing,” the others said. If we invited a process of secu-
rity clearance, the argument would be made that we were indirectly basing
our position on classified data to which we had had access. To a certain ex-
tent this was true. We even wanted it to be understood that we had indeed

seen such official data. But ll()JllLdHV th( mahtlcs from which we were

drawing our conclusions were re known to most peoplc in the world. They

were hlddul onlv from those who believed the pub[m [ies of the ‘C, Uov—.

emmcm Tlle secret we were exposing, that we wanted to expose, was s that

“the data privately available to the government did not invalidate the realis-

tic knowlcdgc and conclusions that most people outside our government al-
3 rcadw shared, about the folly of our hopdessly stalemated involvement.
~ What needed revealing was that it was possible to have pursued a career
as a sophisticated, expert, informed, responsible government researcher and

consultant with access to the same estimates and plans and inside dope that
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high government officials relied on, and also to have reached the same con-
clusion as Abbie Hoffman and a growing number of observers around the
world without special information: that the place for the United States to
be, relative to Vietnam, was out.

A letter could do that. It didn’t need a lot of argument; it didn’t need to
convince people who were resistant to the conclusion. It would serve an im-
portant function if it just gave some confidence to the many who already
agreed with it and if it got the notion at last onto the agenda of the public
debate as a serious, “responsible” alternative. Gurtov and Kellen volun-
teered to work on a first draft, and we made a date to meet again and go
over it.

Meanwhile I started work on a second letter of my own, not for pub-
lication but to the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, which had
called together a group of consultants and former officials to try to influ-
ence President Johnson’s policy two years before. I wanted the group or one
much like it to meet again, to the same end, extrication, as our letter from
Rand (though not to be bound to our same proposal). I called Joe Johnson,
the head of the Carnegic Endowment. He sounded encouraging and
told me to write a letter with my proposal to Charles Bolté, the executive
director.

This was a much longer and more analytical letter, because I actually
wanted to persuade these readers, all former (and, they mostly hoped, fu-
ture) high-level insiders, to do something that was strongly against their in-
stincts: to bring public pressure to bear on an incumbent president.
Nevertheless, I took the chance of using language in my closing appeal that
[ knew risked putting them off, because I wanted to convey the sense of an
unusual sort of challenge and urgency. I proposed that a group be convened
to declare a policy “aimed unconditionally at U.S. extrication,” and that
discussion within the group should be limited to proposals that had that

clear character. I ended:

There should by now be an extreme burden of proof upon any proposal that
might compromise the certainty of ceasing the—to use precise, necessary
words—bloody, hopeless, uncompelled, hence surely immoral prolongation of

U.S. involvement in this war.

The wording of that final sentence of the letter, especially the adjective
“immoral,” was anything but casual, and it did not go unnoticed at the
other end. Bolté told me later that Joe Johnson had read the letter carefully
and brought it back to him, pointing at the word “immoral.” He said to
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Bolté, “We can't invite Ellsberg to any more of our meetings. He’s lost his
objectivity.”

[ sent many copies of my letter to past members of Carnegie study groups
and to other high officials of the Johnson administration and Democratic
members of Congress. The response from all was essentially that of Carnegie’s
executive committee, which was that it was “hard to see anything useful” the
endowment could contribute at this moment. The other establishment in-
dividuals agreed that there was nothing to do just now; it wasn't the time.

My own feeling was that there clearly was something they could usefully
do and that time was running out. I wanted “clear, uncompromising, con-
scientious statements of dissent to the present course of Administration pol-
icy” before the president, any day now, committed himself publicly to that
course. For the effect I wanted, some of these statements had to come pre-
cisely from Democrats, above all former Johnson officials who would
thereby be pfowdmo Nixon with protective, bipartisan cover. They needed
to give the Republican administration as strong assurance as possible
against attack by their opposition party for a change in course that might
otherwise be challenged as an abandonment of a Kennedy-Johnson “com-
mitment.”

For that they needed to go beyond dissent. What they could “usefully

do,” in fact what was essential if the policy was to change, was to acknowl-
edge, at last “before thq Amerlcan people, their own responsibility for the

l%ﬂiﬁé_%nd Tailed _policy of the past and present. They had to show
readiness to share with the new president responsibility for changing it and
for any consequences that ‘might follow. E
T decided to make this argument directly to the two Democrats, former '
officials in the Johnson administration, I thought most likely to respond to
my appeal. I knew they both wanted strongly to see the United States out
of Vietnam. They were both on the Democratic Policy Advisory Commit-
tee, a key group formulating the party’s platform and policy, so they were in
a position to line up top Democrats for what I had in mind if they agreed.
To the one I called first, I outlined what I thought had to be addressed to
Nixon, in a public statement by former officials who had in fact shared re-
sponsibility for the Vietnam involvement that Nixon had inherited, if he |
was to be induced to end it. I
I told him what I'd come to believe from a tactical point of view. I didn’t |
think any president who expected to be held solely accountable for the out-
come of a war would be willing to end it with less than success. That was

why public demonstration of an effective readiness to share responsibility
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with him for a shift in course couldn’t be delayed any longer. Before long
the continuation of the war would be so identified with his own term in of-
fice that he couldn’t reasonably hope to escape primary responsibility for the
outcome. [ knew that what I was asking was very hard to do, or even to con-
template, and that was why there was probably no precedent for it. I would
be happy to join in the statement myself, but what was really needed was a
declaration by people of much higher status, like him. I said, “You don’t

have to use these words, but this is the real substance of what has to be said:

VMI Plemdent this is not your war. This is our war. Don’t make it yours. We

) ade the mistakes that got us in. Dont make those same mistakes. Get us
out. We will stand with you if you do.’

- Fhele was a silence on the other end of the phone. Then he said, “Dan,
we cant do that. Not now. It would mean the destruction of the Democra-
tic party The Republicans would say, ‘You got us in, and now you're pulling
the rug out.” We'd be blamed for starting the war and then for losing it. It
would be another stab-in-the-back Tegend.”

I'argued a litcle further. T pointed out that there was a good deal of truth
to the charge that we had gotten the country in; didn’t that give us an obli-
gation to take unusual steps to help get us out? But he was firm. He didn’t
dismiss my logic, but the cost to the party would be just too great, and that
wouldn't be good for the country either. This wasnt the time. It was too
soon after these same officials had left office; it would sound like sour
grapes. (That was how the French had sounded to us in 1964: “What we
couldn’t win, you can’t win.” But the French had been right!) What he was
really responding to, I think, was a sense that I was proposing that Demo-
crats take all the responsibility for an unwinnable war and most of the re-
sponsibility for losing it. That was pretty much what I was proposing. He
couldn’t go along. Maybe at some later time, he said. As we hung up, I was
thinking, Later? Later would be too late.

It was beginning to occur to me, from the reactions I was getting, that

thele were Democ?&ts Who__agtually had some willingness, even preference,
to see the war go on fo;l ‘while under Nixon until it did become “Nixon's

war.’ l suspccted they were secretly looking forward to that, to the time
Wlun the failure was no longcr their sole 1esp01151b111ty 1 hen—they might
be telling themselves—they could work with him to end it or, better yet,
follow his lead when he decided to seek their support in giving up. The ini-
tiative would come from him, from his own bitter experience, rather than

be triggered by their guilty admission. The trouble was, as I saw it, that an

appeal to them from Nixon to share responsibility for a change in policy
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would never come later. Once i it had become Nixon’s war he wouldn’t be
willing to give up his hope@ of some sort of success, whatever the Demo-
crats might be willing to say then. It would be too late. The war would go
on for years.

* These somewha bitter thoughts were confirmed when I called the sec-
ond person, who had been a White House aide to Lyndon Johnson. I had
talked with him several times when I came back from Vietnam, and we
seemed to be totally on the same wavelength. In early 1968 he had worked
closely with the first and with Clark Clifford to try to persuade President
Johnson to end the bombing of the North in order to get negotiations
started. I knew he was well wired into Democratic politics. I gave him the
same pitch and got the same reaction as before, almost the same words. He
ended dramatically: “Dan, if we did what you suggest, there'd be a political
bloodbath such as you've never seen. And that means you and me, Dan.”

[ was shocked by his last words. I said, as evenly as I could, that he might
well be uvht about that. That would be a hard time for us. But I thought
we would just have to deal with that, as best we could. I said I wasn’t will-
ing to protect my own political future, or the Democratic party’s, at the cost
Aof more lives of American soldiers or Vietnamese. There was a bloodbath
gomn on right now, in Vietnam. [ wouldn’t want to think wed prolonged
that for a day, or a month, or a year, just to save my political skin or his:

He made no reply. We said our good-byes and hung up.
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Murder and the
Lying Machine

=

n the morning of September 30 I got out of bed, opened my front

door to the Pacific Coast Highway, and picked up the Los Angeles
Times. As I usually did, I went back to the bedroom overlookmo the beach
and got back into bed to read the paper.

The main story that day concerned what had become known as the
Green Berets, or Special Forces, murder case in Vietnam. I had been fol-
[owing this story for weeks, and it had appeared on the cover of every
newsmagazine. Since July the colonel in command of Special Forces in Viet-
nam, Robert Rheault, and five intelligence officers assigned to him had
been charged with premeditated murder and conspiracy to commit murder.
A sergeant and a warrant officer were being held with charges held in
abeyance.

The lead story by Ted Sell summarized the charges: “The victim in the
case was reported to be Thai Khac Chuyen, 31, a native of North Vietnam,
who had been employed by the Special Forces since December 1963. . . .
Information reportedly became available that Chuyen had taken part in
meetings with communist intelligence officers. After interrogation—both
with lie detectors and under the so-called truth serum sodium pentothal—
these charges were allegedly considered confirmed by Special Forces offi-
cers. On June 20, Chuyen was reported to have been shot, his body placed
in a weighted bag and the bag sunk in the South China Sea.”
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The headline on Sell’s story in the middle of the front page was MURDER

CHARGES AGAINST GREEN BERETS DROPPED BY ARMY. The story read:

The Army ) Monday overruled its field commander in Vietnam and dismissed
mll?dex charges against eight Green Berets suspected of killing a Vietnamese
double 2 agent.

" Thes surprise action was ordered by Secret(uy of the Army Stanlcy R. Resor,
who only 11 days earlier had indicated he stronoly felt the case should be
brought to trial.

Resor said he took the action on grounds the soldiers could not receive a
falr trial because the Centxal Intellloence Agencv had refused to make wit-
nesses avallable _But it was apparent the decision involved soul- scalchmg at

hlgher levels. .

Sell explored two theories of the case: the first, that CIA operatives in the
field may have approved and then disapproved of the killing; the second,
that testimony by clandestine CIA operatives might reveal that the murder
of agents suspected of also working for the enemy was not uncommon,
hence singling out the soldiers was unfair.

On the first point, Sell reported later in the story: “Local CIA officials re-
portedly told the Army group to ‘terminate with extreme prejudice’—a
phrase said to mean death. Then, according to other reports, the CIA re-
scinded that direction and urged that Chuyen not be killed. But by then,
according to the report, Chuyen was already dead.”

Sell wrote that Resor appeared to be saying that “if the CIA refused to
present information regarding the alleged crime,” the soldiers could not re-
ceive a fair trial, so charges had to be dropped. He didn't say, but it appeared
self-evident, that the CIA could not “refuse” to produce witnesses without

the backing of the presndent Both Pentagon and White House spokesmen

denied inv White House involvement in the process or the decision, but
this story (and all others) took it for granted that these denials were false.
(The diary of Nixon chief of staff H. R. Haldeman has recently confirmed
that all decisions were made by Nixon and Kissinger.)

\X/hy had the unprecedented trial been brought by the army in the first
place? According to Resor: “I want to make it clear that the acts which were
charged, but not proven, represent a fundamental violation of Army regu-
lations, orders and principles. The Army will not and cannot condone un-
lawful acts of the kind alleged.” As Resor repeatedly put it, “The Army
cannot condone murder.” General Creighton Abrams, commander of U.S.
forces in Vietnam, who ordered the court-martial, took the same position:
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that he had no choice but to bring charges, given the evidence of murder.
There was some tension between this position and the assumption that the
White House had chosen to drop the unpopular Charges, it appeared that

alrhouoh the army could not condone murder, apparently the president

Yet if it were true that such murders were not uncommon but had never
before been brought to trial, the question remained, “Why had these
charges been brought at all?” Why this trial, in particular, when it seemed
especially likely to prove embarrassing to the administration and its war
policy? Resor’s and Abrams’s accounts of the motivations for prosecution
appeared inadequate—that is, untrue.

Later in his account Sell commented that “Abrams’s motive in approving
a trial that would almost certainly focus attention on unseemly aspects of
the war in Vietnam was reported to be rage at having been told a lie. Ac-
cording to these reports, Rheault, or others, queried by Abrams’s headquar-
ters about Chuyen, said that he was on a sensitive secret mission outside
South Vietnam when he was already dead.”

An accompanying analysis by reporter Robert Donovan added that
Rheault himself had been initially misled on what had happened by intelli-
gence operatives under his command, including Captain Robert E Marasco,
the alleged triggerman, and other captains, who had ordered subordinates
down to the sergeant and warrant officer to participate in a false cover story.

[ lay on my bed and listened to the ocean and the gulls and thought
about what I had read. One aspect of it was the outrage by Democrats and
Republicans in the House and the Senate that American officers should ever
have been put under criminal charges, risking imprisonment, just for kill-
ing one Vietnamese civilian in cold blood. And there was a sense of unfair-
ness, of selective prosecution, in singling out these particular soldiers for a
kind of killing that was “not uncommon.”

Donovan’s report cited statements of approval of the dismissal by many
leading members of Congress “I think this action by the secretary,” said

Representative George Bush, “is a correct one and should prove 51gmhcant

in helpmg the morale of our combat troops

“Nevertheless, Donovan noted, “It raised a serious moral question about
the right of soldiers to kill a prisoner in cold blood without a trial, if that is
indeed what happened, as has been charged. .
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cover all killing in an unjust war like our war in Vietnam. I didn’t expect
Army Secretary Resor or General Abrams to agree with me on that, but in
narrow circumstances like these, they had to. Yet if they didn’t personally
condone an individual murder, they were taking part in a lot of lying about
the bringing and dismissing of charges of it. A vision forming in my mind
was what seemed to be the skeleton of the two stories I had just read: a lad-
der of lies about a murder case.

Actually the only time the word “lie” occurred in either story was in
connection with General Abrams’s rage at being deceived, he thought, by
Colonel Rheault. But neither writer attempted to conceal his belief that of-
ficial untruth was not confined to this one incident. Following journalistic
practice, neither reporter attached the words “lie” or “untrue” to statements
by officials. They simply followed most of these statements with a contra-
dictory account, headed by locutions like “The fact that . . . suggests . . .";
“Hence, it appeared . . .”; “What appeared to have happened . . .”; “But it
was apparent. . ..~ However, these euphemisms didn’t conceal their judg-
ment on the truth value of official pronouncements. At the same time, it
was striking how nonjudgmental, how matter-of-fact the journalists were
about the existence of all these discrepancies, how much they took them for
granted, at every single level of the bureaucracy.

General Abrams himself, in Sell’s and Donovan’s accounts, was commit-
ted to a aéceptlve cover story; so were the secretary of the army and the
president. Not only Colonel Rheault, but below him several majors, cap-
ltams a warrant officer, and a sergeant had constructed the false cover story
given to Abrams. That was pretty much the whole chain of command, civil-
Tan and military.

I lay in bed that Tuesday morning and thought: This is the system that I
have been working for, the system I have been part of, for a dozen years—
fifteen, including the Marine Corps. It’s a system that lies automatically, at

every level from bottom to top—from sergeant to commander in chlef—to

conceal murder.

“That described, as I had come to realize from my reading that month,
what that system had been doing in Vietnam, on an infinitely larger scale,
continuously for a third of a century. And it was still going on. I thought:
I'm not going to be part of it anymore. I'm not going to be part of this Iy-
ing machine, this cover- up, this murder, anymore.

It occurred to me that what [ had in my safe at Rand was seven thousand
pages of documenmry ev1dencc of lym by four presldents qnd thelr ad-
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() murder. [ decided I would stop concealing that myself. I would get it out_

.some ow.
Tt would have to be copied. I couldn’t do that at Rand or at a copy shop.
Maybe it was possible to lease a machine. I got out of bed and picked up the
phone in my living room and called a close friend, my former Rand col-
league Tony Russo. I said there was something I would like to discuss with

him. I'd be over shortly.

=

Tony had been part of the Rand VC Prisoner and Defector Interrogation
Study in Vietnam. I'd first met him brleﬂy when I arrived in Saigon in 1965.
When we were back together in Santa Monica in 1968, he had often dis-
cussed with me, in his office just down the hall from mine, what hed
learned from his interviews. He showed me a number of the transcripts,
some of them sixty single-spaced pages. Many of those he had talked to,
through interpreters, had impressed him very much by their patriotism
and dedication, their conviction of f the rightness of their cause. Even the
defectors, neally all of whom had left for pemonal reasons or because of
the hardships of guerrilla life, had nothing negative to say about the cause
or their national leaders. (Konrad Kellen, who had dealt with prisoner
inter rogation material in World War II and Korea and defectors from East-
ern Europe, read hundreds of these transcripts for the Rand project and told
me he had never seen any like these. “Prisoners and defectors tell you what
they think you want to hear. These people, you cant get them to say any-
thing critical of their regime.” His conclusion, which he urged me to pass
on to Kissinger, was that this was one advelsaly whose leadership and pop-
ulation simply “could not be coerced.” They could be annihilated but not
coerced )

~ Tony had a degree in aeronautical engineering and had worked for
NASA before studying political science at Princeton. He had started out as

a cold warrior like me, but meeting the North Vletnamese and Vletcong‘

and hearmg their stories had changed hlm “He: had come not only to ad-

e —

mire them as people but to believe they were right about the justice of their
cause. I remained focused on the i injustice of ours, as I had come to see it by
mid-1969. I hadn’t had his face-to-face experience—I never knowingly en-
countered an actual member of the NLF—and I remained skeptical that
their hopes would be fulfilled if their well-justified nationalist struggle led
to a Stalinist regime, as I thought likely.

Inany case, it wasn't nominally for his political views that Tony had been
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dropped from the Rand Economics Department, in effect fired. I had seen
only hints of his sympathy for the VC in our talks while he was still at Rand;
he didn’t make it public or put it in writing. But it was what he did put in
writing, [ was sure, that got him in trouble with our hawkish department
chairman, Charlie Wolf. He had written a careful statistical study of the ef-
fects on the population of our herbicide program, which was supposedly
addressed to denying food to the VC but had a much wider impact. Also,
from his personal observations of prisoners in custody, he had exposed, in a

classified study, the widespread practice of beatings and torture of VC pris-
oners by ARVN captors and jailers, often with American advisers observing.
Wolf didn'’t like these or another study Russo did on the relation of VC con-
trol to land tenure policies, and others at Rand worried about the reception
of these studies by our air force sponsors. I didn’t yet know Tony on a per-
sonal basis when he told me that Wolf was firing him, but I had been im-
pressed by his work, and I told Charlie that I thought it was a mistake and
areal loss for the department. Charlie insisted that the decision was only for
budgetary reasons, though Tony seemed the only one affected.

After Tony left Rand, I started seeing him after work. I came to like him
more and more. He was funny, and he had a very original and creative
mind, and not just about the war. We became close friends. He had begun
reading radical analyses that presented our Vietnam policy not as an aber-
ration or misadventure but as being in line with unacknowledged U.S. ob-
jectives and covert activities elsewhere in the third world. Again, I wasnt
there yet; I hadn’t done that reading (and didn’t get to it till after the war).
But on September 30 I didn't have any doubt that this was one friend, the
only one, I could tell what I wanted to do. prite

As I got dressed, I was thinking about what was in the minds of the people
['d just read about, the ones who'd done the lying and helped the killing. So
many of them had lied (and some of them may have helped kill) for no
other reason than that theyd been told to. They were ordered to lie, or kill,
‘b_v‘a_ boss. rhcv were told it was for the good of the service, or the war, or
the admlmstmuon or the Special Forces, or their bosses, or to keep their
:|0P$. That was good enough for them; it was all they needed to know. I un-
derstood that. I'd been there, and I'd worked in those same offices. But
they'd been mistaken to have acted like that, just as I'd often been. Too long,
no longer, V
A thought came into my head in the form of a rule: No one is ever go-
ing to tell me again that I have to lie, that I have a duty to lie, that it’s all

right just because someone’s telling me to do it. No one is going to say that
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and have me believe him, or think I have to obey him. I'm not going to lis-
ten to that anymore. It no longer has any authority for me.
Lying to the public, about anything, but above all on issues of life and

! ——
(l;death, war and peace, was a serious matter; it wasn't something you could

| T A i Y s > 5
|| shift responsibility for. I wasn't going to do it anymore.

It came to me that the same thing applied to violence. No one else was

going to tell me ever aé;iﬁ—ihat I (or anyoné else) “had” to kill someone,

" |

1\

}ifﬁltmlﬁaa nocl}fnce, that I had a fighf or a duty to do it that someone else
|

had decided for me. _

This new principle, as I already thought of it, didn’t answer all questions
about whether one should ever use violence or when, the questions I'd been
wrestling with ever since I met Janaki and began reading Gandhian and
Christian pacifists, but it did answer some. For example, about whether un-
questioningly to accept being drafted. That wouldn’t face me ég;;in, but it
"might face my son Robert. I would tell my kids, I thought, that no one
could make it all right for them to carry a gun or shoot anyone just by
telling them they had to. That would have to be their choice, their entire re-

“sponsibility. If | Tever did it again—]I would tell them, as T now told myself—
ald be because I chose to do it or chose to follow such orders as the
right thing to do, not just because someone gave me an order. I would also

examine very critically my own reasoning for it. | would have to have bet-

ter reasons, which stood up better under a skeptical look, han I had in
Vietnam. Responsibility for killing or being ready to kill was not something

‘: M}ou could delegate to someone else, even a president.
|| Meanwhile, as I drove over to Tony’s house, Twas thinking how this
would fit in with what I was trying to do this month. Sickened, at last, as [
was by the lying machine, the simple act of exposing it wasn't an urgent pri-
ority. My concern was what the current lies (like the old ones, in this his-
tory) were about: what they were concealing, what they were facilitating. It
was bad that they indicated past killings to have been murder, but I per-
sonally had no interest in putting anyone on trial or behind bars. I certainly
“wouldt have courted trial or a life behind bars myself to accomplish retri-
“bution or just to set straight the historical record of Vietnam. My interest

was in Sto

pping the oqngoing killing, preventing murders in the months and

years ahead.

%Kthrr"st_ i{y@sp’t obvious that revealing the McNamara study to the pub-
lic would contriﬁtﬁxtﬁeﬁto" that at all, however educational icrlhight be for the
Tonger run. But from the moment that morning I had decided to do it any-

way, | had begun to have new thought
ful even in the short run.

It was true that the study didn't prc
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way, I had begun to have new thoughts that suggested that it might be use-
ful even in the short run.

It was true that the study didn’t prove what needed to be exposed about
_.I_\Iixon’s secret strategy: what Halpérin had told me, what I'd passed on to
my Rand colleagues and to the establishment figures I had written recently.
But at the same time, it did strengthen the case for it, more than a litdle. It
showed that what I was claiming Nixon was doing was essentially what his
pledecessm had done. When I claimed he was prepared to mislead Con-
gress : and the American people on what he was doing, what he was ready to
do and what his real aims were, the study demonstrated thatfom of his pre-
dece5501s had done exactly that. Granted, he implied he had given up the

aims and priorities that they all had acted on, but the continuity the study
revealed raised questions about that, to say the least, questions Congress
might be persuaded to pursue.
Sunplv revealing the McNamara study would not end the war or come
close to it. ) it. But it “could help, ‘and in my present mood that was justification

enough. If I could get this out—ideally, if there were hearings in Congress

based on it, with witnesses under subpoena and oath, or if it could be pub-
lished otherw1se—N1x0n would have to worry that his secret_policy
hope for the same effect I'd souvht elghteen months ealher w1th my leaks
to the New York Times. It would warn a prebldLnt that his pohcy hdd lost
thc assurance of mv151b1htv He mlght be induced to give it up.

“Now that I was thmkmg posltlvelv about this project, it occuncd to me
there was another way these studies could be helpful. They would make it
much easier for Nmon “the new president, the Republican, to blame the war

on the Democrats. After all, the Democrats pretty much deserved the blame
“(even if their motive had been largely to avoid domestic attacks by right-
wingers like Nixon himself!). He wouldn’t have to change course, to disown
his own prior support of the war, as vice president and when out of office.
He could say that the Democrats had screwed it up irrevocably, beyond re-
pair; it was now too late to do anything but clear the decks of their mess.
That wasn’t far from the truth (though I felt sure that the mess would have
been even worse if Nixon had won in 1960 and had done what he'd recom-
mended all these years), and if that’s what it took to get him off his present
intentions, that was fine with me. I knew some Democrats who wouldn
thank me t6r this, But as tir as i'was corcerned; 16-was - tratter ur PrioTriress

[ had made a serious effort to get some of them to volunteer to share the re-
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sponsibility for getting out by taking the blame for getting in. So far, no vol-
unteers. Nixon wouldn't thank me either. But if the hidden history in the
McNamara study could make the American people even more dlsgusted
with the war than they already were, and at the same time make it easier for
“Nixon to claim that he was cutting losses that the Democrats had incurred,
]p__mlgh; tip the balance for him toward accepting a “disguised defeat” rather
than prolonging the war.

I'd told Tony before that I'd worked on a study in Washington about
Vietnam decision making, but I hadn’t talked about what was in it until, as
it happened, just a couple of weeks earlier, one afternoon on the beach be-
hind my house. He had been describing a pattern of lying about the defec-
tor project by some of his superiors and about the nature of the war at low
levels in the government, and I'd said that the study I was reading in Wash-
ington revealed the same thing at the highest levels. I didn’t tell him, and he
didn’t guess, that it was the McNamara study or that I had access to it in
Santa Monica. Tony said: “You ought to put that out.”

[t was an t unusual thmg ; for him to s say and for me to hear, People who had
had clearances didn't tell other people with clearances that they ought to leak
gg@_eﬁ_l}ylgl_Tony didn’t know of my leaks to the 7imes a year and a half ear-
lier; I hadn’t told anyone. But I wasn’t shocked at his suggestion. In his pres-
ent situation, away from Rand, it was natural for him to think of it (just as it
was natural for him earlier not to have thought of taking his own classified
reports with him when he left Rand). He knew that now I shared his state of
mind about the war, which was that it was a time for acts of resistance.

‘ Co;q_)‘ned‘lh effectiveness even with the Rand letter I was helping draft,
and my other overtures to Democrats, Tony’s comment had scarcely struck
me as worth considering. The McNamam studies hadn’t seemed sufﬁciently

dent and they ended on Mn_chig 1968 under LBJ Nixon had just won
an election precisely on the claim that he had grown during his years out
of office and, more plausibly, that he had no intention of following the
obviously failed policies of the past. What I needed, and lacked, were
documents that disproved that. If Mort had given me, in Washington in
late August, a document demonstrating what he believed about Nixon’s
policy, I would have put it in the hands of Senator Fulbright or the New
York Times, or both, before I ever went to Haverford. I didn’t have that
proof, and the McNamara study wasn't a substitute.

But two weeks later the overtures to Democrats had gone nowhere, and

our letter might or might not ever get out. Meanwhile in those two weeks |
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had finished reading the earliest sections of the study, on the origins of the
war. The L.A. Times story that morning, on top of all the influences of the
_past mgjlfhlhgd tipped me over the edge. I felt 'Vr’eady t0 go to prison just to
expose lies about murder. Once I began really to think about it, I started to
see that it might actually be useful to make this history public—if it could
be done fast, before the president made it Nixon’s war. Within weeks, by all
signs, the president would go one way or another. These documents weren't
as good as I might have wished for the job of influencing that choice, but
along with the letter from Rand, they were what I had. It was time to cast

my whole vote.
=

When I got to Tony’s apartment, I said to him, “You know the study I told
you about a couple of weeks ago? I've got it at Rand, in my safe, and I'm go-
ing to put it out.” As I expected, Tony didn’t need to be asked to help. He
said, “Great! Let’s do it.” He didn’t wait to hear the reasoning I'd just come
through on the way over. 'm not sure I ever did discuss it with him; it
wasn't necessary. I told him the study was very long and would take a lot of
work to copy. I wanted to give a copy to the Senate or maybe the newspa-
pers. Did he happen to know where we could get hold of a Xerox machine?
He said he did. He had a girlfriend, Lynda Sinay, who owned a small ad-
vertising company. He called her while I was there, and she said it would be

fine for us to use her machine after hours. We could start the next night.




