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Mr. JUSTICE BIRKETT:
THE COMMON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY AND AGGRESSIVE WAR

The Tribunal now turns to the consideration of the Crimes against
peace charged in the Indictment. Count One of the Indictment
charges the defendants with conspiring or having a common plan to
commit crimes against peace.

Count Two of the Indictment charges the defendants with
committing specific crimes against peace by planning, preparing,
initiating, and waging wars of aggression against a number of other
States. It will be convenient to consider the question of the existence
of a common plan and the question of aggressive war together, and
to deal later in this Judgment with the question of the individual
responsibility of the defendants.

The charges in the Indictment that the defendants planned and
waged aggressive wars are charges of the utmost gravity. War is
essentially an evil thing. Its consequences are not confined to the
belligerent states alone, but affect the whole world.

To initiate a war of aggression, therefore, is not only an
international crime; it is the supreme international crime differing only
from other war crimes in that it contains within itself the accumulated
evil of the whole.



